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Kamini Ezralow can pinpoint the exact moment she 
decided to become a designer. She was in Delhi, on a 
buying trip with her mother, who had opened an   
upscale furniture and home accessories store in Hong 

Kong. They were pulling out fabrics in a textile factory. “The 
owner said, ‘Are you a designer? You have an idea for putting 
textures together’,” says Ezralow. “That’s when the flame ignited.” 
Ezralow, who already had a degree in European studies, enrolled 
at the Inchbald School of Design in London, and has, since then, 
made the creation of exquisite spaces her vocation.

From her London-based studio, Ezralow Design, the South 
African-born, Hong Kong-reared, Paris-and-London-educated 
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designer oversees a number of top-notch projects, including 
luxury private residences in London, Dubai and Hong Kong, the 
restoration of the Marbella Club Hotel in Spain, the stern-to-
bow refurbishment of a super yacht in Monaco, a Saudi Arabian 
palace, and the deluxe Sukhothai Residences in Bangkok. Last 
April, she launched her first furniture collection, titled ‘Bronze’, 
at Milan’s Salone Internazionale del Mobile. A collaboration with 
a long-established Italian manufacturer of high-end furniture, the 
pieces include a bedhead made with woven Loro Piana cash-
mere, diamond-veneered dining tables and sideboards covered 
with stained sycamore and dyed parchment.

Both in her illustrious projects and furniture design, Ezralow 
is known for her deft touch, sophisticated taste and allowing a 
client’s sensibility to show through. And her peripatetic life and 
exposure to all things Indian is reflected in her outlook.

 “I tend to always integrate some form of layering of textures 
and embroideries, but in a more contemporary way,” she says. 
“India is such a rich land, and one which has always inspired me.”
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(Clockwise from the top) 

suite spot 
The living room of Suite 

Conde Rudi at the Marbella 
Club Hotel; the Junior Suite; 

the living room of the  
Garden Suite at the hotel. 
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A t first sight, says Sat Garg, his Indian ethnicity may 
not appear to make much of a difference in his 
projects. “However, on close examination,” he says, 
“there is no question that some of the thought 

patterns that have shaped the evolution of my design schemes are 
filled with my own culturally infused way of looking at objects 
and spaces.”

That outlook underscores the huge variety of projects Garg, 
in his capacity as founder of award-winning Santa Monica-based 
Akar Studios, has worked on: a gourmet cookie shop, a sushi bar, 
a spa and boutique for pampered pets. Garg’s leitmotif: bold 
colours, textural surfaces, intriguing lighting fixtures, soothing 
water elements all of which, he says, “create a cascading effect that 
echoes, to some extent, my Indian roots.”

Garg grew up in New Delhi, and studied architecture at the 
School of Planning and Architecture there. He began working 
with designers and architects after he moved to Los Angeles and 
made interior design his professional focus, despite not being 
specifically trained in the craft. “The appreciation I had of design, 
colour and materials made a significant contribution to get my 
creative juices flowing, and helped overcome the challenge of 
working on interior projects,” he says. One of his earliest and 
most memorable projects was a free-standing store for Kenneth 
Cole in Santa Monica, where he says he was “able to condense an 
imagery that resonated some of the core ideas relating to texture 
and colour, against a dramatic backdrop of a large graphic wall.” 

He has gravitated largely towards hospitality ventures–intriguing, 
trendy, sophisticated bars and restaurants–which “signals the 
importance of wine and food in my lifestyle.” He is currently 
working on a redesign of one of the terminals at the Los  
Angeles Airport.

Irrespective of the kind of project it is, however, Garg has a 
unifying theme throughout, one he describes as “a crafted blend 
of modern textural idioms, where all of the different elements 
defining a space feed naturally off one another.”

“I don’t believe in creating cliche-driven or traditional  
designs that conjure up historical references,” he says. “I want  
my designs to be mainstream contemporary, albeit with a  
sense of quirkiness.”

 
(Clockwise from the left) 

show time 
The Sirtaj boutique hotel in 

Beverley Hills; the De•Cor 
artefacts gallery; Healthy Spot,  
a dog speciality store; Wicker  

Park Seafood and Sushi Bar. 
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